Will Christianity Survive?
between principle and form; for, as no Catholic will
deny, Protestantism was another form in which
Christianity expressed itself, however heretical and
mistaken and misleading that particular form, in
his opinion, has proved itself to be.
Christ and Christian Theology
Sometimes this popular objection arises in a more
intellectual context. Many people, for instance, urge
that though they are prepared to admit the truth
of Christ's teaching, they cannot possibly accept
many of the dogmas of the Christian creed, which
seem to them elaborate interpolations, quite foreign
to Christ's original message. It is not my task here
to defend or even examine Christian theology, except
incidentally. I am anxious only to insist that the
principle of this particular objection is the same, and
the answer is the same as that which I have already
suggested. Christ left His work and His message to
be carried out by human agency. A human agency
was to interpret the message in order to hand it
down, and a human agency is always liable to make
mistakes. Not the strictest orthodox believer will deny
that Christians have made bad mistakes. But however
much the interpretation which we call 'theology5
may be criticized, that interpretation must not be
confused with the religion which has been inter-
preted. It may be difficult to trace the exact distinc-
tion between Christ's original teaching and the
theology which has developed from it, but we must
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